CHURCH OF
SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust

January 7, 2024

155 North Brady Street ¢ Blairsville, Pennsylvania 15717
Office: 459-7103 - Marian Hall: 459-6211
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9:00 a.m. to Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Parish Website: www.sssimonandjude.org
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SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE CHURCH

BLAIRSVILLE, PA

N ONS

01/06/24-Saturday-The Epiphany of the Lord (Vigil)
1:00pm Sacrament of Penance
4:00pm Robert Earl Torres by Norma J Braden

01/07/24-Sunday-The Epiphany of the Lord
9:00am For The People

01/08/24-Monday-The Baptism of the Lord
8:00am In Honor of John Hirko by Mike & Kathleen
DeSantis

01/10/24-Wednesday-Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00am Gary Wilkins by Cris & Bob Johns

01/12/24-Friday-Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00am Vaila “Shorty” Ihli by Mary Jo Smithula

01/13/24-Saturday-2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Vigil)
1:00pm Sacrament of Penance
4:00pm For The People

01/14/24-Sunday-2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am Harold Jr. & Betsy Harsh by Frank & Kathy

HOST IN MEMORY OF GEORGE TAYLOR BY
WIFE, CAROL TAYLOR

ONLINE GIVING QR CODE

MASS SCHEDULE
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, KENT

MONDAYS Holy Hour-5:00 P.M.; Mass-6:00 P.M.
TUESDAYS 8:30 A.M.
THURSDAYS 8:30 A.M.
SATURDAY 6:00 P.M.

SUNDAY 11:00 A.M.

+++ FINANCIAL REPORT***
December 24, 2023

Offertory Collection ..........cc.ccceevveeecieeenen. $ 7,568.00

Loose Collection...........ccccuveeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiieee. $ 147.00

SNOtal "Wy, Mo =, i o s W $ 7,715.00

Cemetery INCOMEe..........ococvveeeieeieeecieeeieane $
December 25, 2023

(Ghi SIS P SN 0 et $ 6,371.00

Children and Family Services Appeal........... $ 1,188.00
December 31, 2023

Offertory Collection ..........c..ccceeevieecieeenene $ 3,517.00

Loose ColleCtion.........c.eeevvceeeeeicvieeeeiiiieeeeas $ 56.00

Ot NN . $ 3,573.00

January 1, 2024
Mary, Mother of God ..........ccceeeviiieeiiiiieeens $ 683.00
WEEKLY READINGS: GATHER HYMNAL # 1011 I

PARISH COMING EVENTS:

Sunday, January 7

¢ Faith Formation, Grades K-8, Parish Center,
10:15 a.m.— 11:45 a.m.

Tuesday, January 9

¢ Women’s Choir Rehearsal,
p.m.

Wednesday, January 10

¢ Bible Study,1:00 p.m., Marian Hall, and 7:00
p.m., Parish Center.

¢ Men’s Choir Rehearsal, Church, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 14

¢ Sacramental Prep., 1st Eucharist, 10:15 a.m.
- Noon.

Church, 6:30

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
PASTORS REFLECTION

January 7, 2024. Texts: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5
-6; Matthew 2:1-12

“The Wise Still Seeks Him.” Sometimes we grow dis-
couraged in our search for God. But the truth is that we
find God not primarily because we search but because
God chooses to reveal the divine splendor and presence
to us.

The First Reading reveals God’s work: divine glory
shines upon us to lead us, to gather us, and to enrich us
with God’s own splendor. What are we to do with this
splendor? We are to walk in God’s light so that we become
that light for the world.

The magi, in the Gospel, come from the East sin-
cerely searching for “the newborn king of the Jews.” The
self-serving, deceitful plotting by Herod does not thwart
their finding the newborn King. Like the magi, in spite of
our own “Herods,” we too must diligently search for Christ.
Even when we seem to lose sight of the star and the way
forward is no longer clear, even when evil forces seek to
thwart our search, we can trust that God never leaves us in
darkness but always leads us to the Light.




THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

JANUARY 7, 2024

READINGS-January 14, 2024

1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19 (1st)

1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20 (2nd)
John 1:35-42 (Gospel)

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

EPIPHANY BLESSING: Since very early times, tradi-
tion has had it that there were three visitors to the infant
Jesus. This tradition probably arose because three gifts
were brought. The visitors were usually thought of as
kings, possibly because of Psalm 72, which says, “The
king of Tarshish and of the islands will pay him tribute.
The kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts.” At some
time in the remote and distant past they were given the
names of Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. In some coun-
tries, where the greater number of the populations is Cath-
olic, for example Poland, there is a very ancient tradition of
a special blessing for the home at Epiphany time. The
blessing is closely associated with Caspar, Melchior, and
Balthasar. After the blessing of the home, the family
chalks up the letters C + M + B, plus the year, over the
doorway. (20 + C+ M + B + 24) If a parish priest does not
come to bless the house, the head of the household could
ask a blessing on the house. BLESSING PRAYER — Dur-
ing these days of the Christmas season, we keep this feast
of Epiphany, celebrating the manifestation of Christ to the
Magi, to John in the River Jordan, and to the disciples at
the wedding in Cana. Today Christ is manifest to us! To-
day this home is a holy place. Lord God of heaven and
earth, you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation
by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who
inhabit it. Fill them (us) with the light of Christ, that their
(our) concern for others may reflect your love. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SOUP SALE- SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2024: If you
are interested in helping in any way, please come to a
meeting on Tuesday, January 16" at 10:00 a.m., upstairs in
the Parish Center. We will need help making the soup and
preparing it for the sale the week of February 5. We will
also need help the day of the sale. If you can’t come to the
meeting, but want to help, contact Peggy Mosco at 724-464
-7371. This will be a fundraiser for our church, Thank you
in advance for your help.

OFFICE HOURS REMINDER: Our regular office hours
are Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., with a
lunch hour from 12:00 p.m.— 1:00 p.m. The office is
closed on Friday. Please leave a message at 724-459-
7103 if you need to contact us.

2023 CATHOLIC CALENDARS, sponsored by our local
funeral homes, are available in the back of the church for
those wishing to take one home. We thank our funeral
homes for providing this service to us.

ST. MARTINS PARISH, NEW DERRY is hiring a part-
time custodian, 3-4 hours per week. Duties include cleaning

services in the church and social hall. For information, call
724-694-5359.

RNEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS.”

B 06¢ ADAMS [

MILLIONS IN CATHOLIC SCHOOL TUITION assistance
available. SPREAD THE NEWS! The 12 Diocese of
Greensburg Catholic schools now have millions of dollars
in tuition assistance available! Become a TOP Student
today. Visit www.CatholicSchoolsGuide.org or call 724-552
-2565.

FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE: The Indiana
March for Life Group will travel by bus to Washington DC
on Friday, January 19th. For bus reservations and /or fur-
ther information, call Bill Ager at 724-465-4522. Deadline
for bus reservations is January 15th.

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, Council 10960 from
Church of the Good Shepherd, would like to thank every-
one at SS. Simon and Jude Parish that purchased a St.
Anne Calendar for 2024. We were able to send $2,370.00
to St. Anne’s Home. Good luck to all that participated.

YOUNG ADULT EUCHARISTIC ADORATION will be
held at St. Thomas More University Parish on January 12th
from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. followed by a social with food
from 7:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. Young adults, ages 19 - 39 are
welcome to attend.


http://www.CatholicSchoolsGuide.org




Adventure Quest
With Mary

B = -

The Faith Formation Program invites the Parish Community to join us Sunday,
January 21, 2024 for our Intergenerational Session. The theme is: Adventure Quest
with Mary. We will begin with a Living Rosary in the Church following the 9:00
Mass. Join us afterwards in Marian Hall for a Pancake Breakfast, crafts and games.
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Please RSVP by January 18" by completing this form

Name: #Children #Adults




