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October 6, 2024

155 North Brady Street ¢ Blairsville, Pennsylvania 15717
Office: 459-7103 + Marian Hall: 459-6211
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9:00 a.m. to Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Parish Website: www.sssimonandjude.org

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We are the men, women, youth and children of SS. Simon and Jude Parish, who since 1830 have accepted Jesus Christ’s
message of faith, hope and love. Filled with the Holy Spirit and enriched by God’s Word, the Eucharist, and the
Sacraments from our Catholic Tradition, our mission is to continue God’s plan of redemption and salvation. Through

prayer, evangelization and acts of charity, we as a community pass on our faith.

PARISH STAFF

RS I i . Fr. Segundino Laude
DeaGon.......s.. 8. .o 08 T Mark Ferlin
Business Manager ......c.......c............ fat | NS Lisa Auvil
Parnish Secretaiyi. ......... 5. ccoeeeiuveee. N8 Margie Frenchik
Director Faith Form./Sacramental Prep...... Carolyn Davis
Maintenance..................... Butch Nastase/Gina Nastase
Ehirch:Sacrisiait............ 2.0 5. . T . William Doody
Cemetery Operation Manager-................... Victor Nastase

FArTH FORMATION

Faith Formation Regional Site Coordinator for Church of the
Good Shepherd & SS. Simon & Jude

Carolyn Davis

cdavis@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Regional
Deanery 2
Danielle Cribbs

814-804-1336
dcribbs@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Director of Faith Formation & Discipleship,

Regional Director of Youth Ministry, Deanery 2
Jessica Thompson

724-552-1818
jthompson@diocesesofgreensburg.org

2024-2025 CATECHESIS SCHEDULE SS. SIMON & JUDE

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Levels 1 &2 Tuesdays 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Levels 1,2, &3 Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Levels 2&3 Thursday 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

COMBINATION TRADITIONAL / FAMILY-BASED
FAITH FORMATION

Sundays 10:15 a.m. -11:45 a.m.

OTHER MINISTRY LEADERS
Angels of Compassion

PeggyAMOSCOS T SuI—————_—— ... 724-464-7371
Funeral Choir Director

Caroleg RiSINGEEERT..................oo0 000 724-459-8485
Men’s Choir Director

Daye/BIezesKi f.............. 0¥ o St 724-459-5722
Organist

Pauline Alexander .........ccccooooevveiiiiiineeieinnnnn. 724-459-9655
Women'’s Choir Director

RISk AuyviloS e NS = S 412-309-0481
SACRAMENTS

Anointing of Sick - Service scheduled periodically or upon
request by calling the office.

Baptism - Baptisms are held during Mass. Please call the
office.

Baptism Class - Parents & Sponsors Program required.
First Communion takes place during Easter season.
Marriage Dates must be arranged one year in advance.
Marriage Preparation Program required. No wedding after
2:00 p.m. on Saturdays.

Penance - Saturday at 1:00 p.m. or by appointment.
Penance services twice a year.

mmunion to Shut-ins - Please call the office.

Eucharistic Chapel is open daily 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Indiana Hospital Chaplain Rev. Phil White —582-400-
5924

Latrobe Hospital Chaplain Benedictine Fathers - 724-
532-6600

Sponsor Certificates: Certificates for sponsors of the
Sacraments can be issued by calling the office.

If you have a suspicion about sexual abuse (or any type
of abuse) of a minor child by anyone, please contact PA
Childline immediately at 1-800-932-0313. If the alleged
abuser is functioning in a parish, school or diocesan
position as clergy, religious, paid staff or volunteer, you are
also requested to contact the Bishop’s Delegate for Matters
of Sexual Misconduct at 724-837-0901, ext. 1221, after you
have called the Childline number and made the report.
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SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE CHURCH

BLAIRSVILLE, PA

N ONS

10/05/24-Saturday—27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Vigil)
1:00pm Sacrament of Penance
4:00pm Mike DeRubis by Susan

10/06/24-Sunday-27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am For The People

10/07/24-Monday-Our Lady of the Rosary
8:00am Elizabeth & Edmund Zuzak by Family

10/09/24-Wednesday-St. Denis, Bishop, and
Companions, Martyrs; St. John Leonardi,
Priest
8:00am Bill & Carol Dunmire by Boggio Family

10/11/24-Friday-St. John XXIIl, Pope
8:00am David Dunlap by Family

10/12/24-Saturday-28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Vigil)
1:00pm Sacrament of Penance
4:00pm For The People

10/13/24-Sunday-28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am John & Mary Plunkett by Mom & Dad

HOST AND WINE IN MEMORY OF NORMA
COLANANNI BY DIANA COLANANNI

+++ FINANCIAL REPORT***
September 29, 2024

Offertory Collection ..........cc.ccceevveeecieeenen. $ 3,773.00
Loose Collection..........c.cceeveveeeeiiiieeeiiiieeeens $ 58.00
Sotal, e W =y S B e S $ 3,831.00
Online Offertory..........coeeecveeeeceeeieeeceeeeene $ 195.00
Mission Co-Op ......oveeviiiiieeiiiiee e S 955100
Seminarian Collection ...............ccccoeeeieeenee.. $ 2,648.00

WEEKLY READINGS: GATHER HYMNAL # 1171

PARISH COMING EVENTS:

Tuesday, October 8

¢ Women’s Choir Rehearsal, Church, 6:30

.m.

Wedpnesday, October 9

¢ Men’s Choir Rehearsal, Church, 6:30 p.m.

¢ Bible Study, Parish Meeting Room, 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, October 10

¢ Love & Light, Marian Hall, 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 13

+ Faith Formation, Grades 1-8, Parish Center
10:15-11:45 a.m.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Levels 1&2 Tuesdays 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Levels 1,2, &3 Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m.
Levels 2&3 Thursday 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Faith Formation

Sundays 10:15a.m. —11:45 a.m.

TO READ the Bishop’s letter on Informed Conscience and Pro-
tecting our Freedoms, visit the link below.

LINK: https://theaccentonline.org/bishop-kulick-issues-pastoral
-letter-on-the-gift-of-freedom/ .

ONLINE GIVING QR CODE

MASS SCHEDULE
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, KENT

MONDAYS Holy Hour-5:00 P.M.; Mass-6:00 P.M.
TUESDAYS 8:30 A.M.
THURSDAYS 8:30 A.M.
SATURDAY 6:00 P.M.

SUNDAY 11:00 A.M.

Saturday, November 9, 2024 « 9AM-3PM
&)

Join us for Mass with Bishop Larry J. Kulick, nationally renowned
keynote speakers, a Tea Party luncheon, and praise and worship. There will also
be opportunities for adoration, rosary, confession and prayer, and vendor tables.

Lzoz4 Women’s
<&/ Conference
Rejoice Always!

- 1 Thessalonians 5:16
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Christ Our Shepherd Center, Greensburg
2900 Seminary Drive, Greensburg

Registration $50

$25 in financial aid available through the Francis Fund

Scan to Register

Jackie Francois Angel Bishop Larry J. Kulick Dr. Mary Healy Diocese of Greens é‘”‘f

Register today at DioceseofGreensburg.org/Spirited
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 6, 2024

READINGS-October 13, 2024

Wisdom 7:7-11 (1st)

Hebrews 4:12-13 (2nd)

Mark 10:17-30 (Gospel)

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SUNDAY MASS TIME CHANGE:
Sunday Mass on November 3rd will be at 11:00 a.m. in-
stead of 9:00 a.m. at SS Simon & Jude. The Church of the
Good Shepherd is having a Turkey Dinner that day. They
will have Mass at 9:00 a.m. before their dinner. Please
mark your calendars!

ALL CEMETERY GRAVES are to be cleaned
off by October 15th. If they are not cleaned off
before October 15th, they will be cleaned off by
cemetery workers. Leave a grace period be-
fore putting decorations back on the graves in
case the weather is bad and clean-up would be later than
the 15th. Please take your clean-up materials with you for
trash disposal. Thank You.

SS SIMON & JUDE CRAFT SHOW: We are having a
Basket Raffle at the Craft Show on November 9th. If you
would like to donate a basket or give money so baskets
can be made, that would be greatly appreciated. Please
bring baskets or money to the Parish Center before Octo-
ber 20th. Any questions, please contact Peggy Mosco at
724-464-7371. Thank you for your generosity.

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas are beginning a
new year as of October 2024. This organization was estab-
lished at SS Simon & Jude Church in 1920. It is for Catho-
lic women 18 years and older. If you think you would be
interested, call Pat Dettore at 724-459-6556. You are wel-
come to be a guest to see what we are about. We meet
the first Wednesday of every month, except July and Au-
gust. Please consider joining us.

GAME NIGHT: Our Catholic Daughters will host a
Game Night fundraiser on Monday, October 14th, at 6:30
p.m. in Marian Hall. Everyone is welcome! Bring your
spouse or a friend! Cost is $5.00 per person. We will have
Bingo to play and beverages will be provided. You are wel-
come to bring your own games to play and a snack if you
wish. Please bring a small gift to share for prizes. Call
Christina Bell at 412-309-0084 with any questions and to
reserve your spot.

27" Sunday in Ordinary Time / October 6, 2024

First Reading:
That is why a man leaves his father and mother
and clings to his wife,
and the two of them become one flesh. (Gn 2:24)
Psalm:
May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives. (Ps 128)
Second Reading:
He who consecrates and those who are being consecrated
all have one origin. (Heb 9:11)
Gospel:
“Therefore what God has joined together,
no human being must separate.” (Mk 10:9)

K OF C SPAGHETTI DINNER! Mark your cal-
endars for Saturday, November 2nd from 4:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Please join us for fellowship
and dinner in Marian Hall. Donations are wel-
comed and will benefit the K of C community and church
service activities. Everyone is welcome!
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TAMBURITZANS: All Parish in Boswell
(Somerset County - near Jennerstown) will be hosting a
performance by the famed Tamburitzan folk ensemble from
Pittsburgh on Saturday October 12" in North Star High
School auditorium in Boswell beginning at 2:00 p.m. The
Tamburitzans, who are comprised of elite student perform-
ers, have performed at some of the most prestigious con-
cert halls, both nationally and internationally, for over eighty
years. All the performers receive college scholarships as
members of the Tamburitzans and are college students in
the Pittsburgh area. The Tamburitzans help to preserve
venerable ethnic cultures from around the world through
lively dances, authentic instruments, vibrant costumes, and
a variety of languages. This year their show will feature live
music, dance, and folk costumes from Croatian, Polish,
Slovak, Bulgarian, Serbian, Mexican, Armenian, and Roma-
ni (gypsy) cultures. Following the performance there will be
a festive reception with food from live ethnicities (Polish,
Croatian, ltalian, German, and Hungarian) in the parish
hall. The reception will include music from the Tamburi-
tzans, games of chance, and a cash bar featuring drinks
from all over the world. For tickets please phone the parish
office 814-629-5551 or email parish secretary Emily Marsh
at emarsh@dioceseaj.org. All proceeds benefit the parish
high school students' pilgrimage to Europe next year.
Thank you for your generosity and support.

Saints




It is often said that the Church should in no way discuss politics or anything political in nature, leaving it to peo-
ple’s individual consciences to make decisions. | frequently hear discussions about the separation of Church and
State. As a matter of fact, many good intentioned people will often quote this to me, my brother priests, and oth-
ers. As a point of reference, the First Amendment of the Constitution prohibits the government from favoring one
religion over another or advancing or inhibiting religious liberties. It does not separate religion from politics and
public life. This is a grave misrepresentation often used to prevent firmly held religious convictions from entering
the public arena or to motivate choices on election day.

The Vatican Il document Gaudium et Spes #76 explains the importance of a proper understanding of separation of
Church and State: It is very important, especially where a pluralistic society prevails, that there be a correct no-
tion of the relationship between the political community and the Church, and a clear distinction between the tasks
which Christians undertake, individually or as a group, on their own responsibility as citizens guided by the dic-
tates of a Christian conscience, and the activities which, in union with their pastors, they carry out in the name of
the Church.

The Church, by reason of her role and competence, is not identified in any way with the political community nor
bound to any political system. She is at once a sign and a safeguard of the transcendent character of the human
person.

The Church and the political community in their own fields are autonomous and independent from each other.
Yet both, under different titles, are devoted to the personal and social vocation of the same men (and wom-

en). The more that both foster sounder cooperation between themselves with due consideration for the circum-
stances of time and place, the more effective will their service be exercised for the good of all. For man’s hori-
zons are not limited only to the temporal order; while living in the context of human history, he preserves intact
his eternal vocation. The Church, for her part, founded on the love of the Redeemer, contributes toward the reign
of justice and charity within the borders of a nation and between nations. By preaching the truths of the Gospel,
and bringing to bear on all fields of human endeavor the light of her doctrine and of a Christian witness, she re-
spects and fosters the political freedom and responsibility of citizens.

As Catholics, we have a right and a moral obligation to advocate for the things that we believe are important to
us, particularly when it comes to our faith and morals. Now more than ever we need to understand how policies
affect issues near and dear to us as Catholics, such as health care, religious liberty, Christian anthropology, and
freedom of religion and speech. This is especially important when we investigate and educate ourselves on can-
didates’ positions on human life at every stage of its existence.

Far reaching consequences of positions and policies held by particular candidates who are elected and govern
can impact the effectiveness of the Church’s mission and its ability to be of service to the faithful, our communi-
ties, and the entire country, now and into the future. The election of certain candidates can also be a part of a
gradual erosion of religious freedom, which is a danger that we should always be conscious of when reviewing
candidates’ positions.

The Church will not endorse one political candidate over another. It is certainly not my purview as Bishop to tell
you who you should support with your vote. This is an opportunity for me, however, as your Shepherd, to teach
and guide you in the mind of the Church and to help in guiding the correct development of an informed con-
science. ltis also the obligation of my office to clearly articulate the Church’s teaching on these issues before
you exercise such a precious and important right of citizenship by voting.

Those who follow the teachings of the Church on pro-life issues understand that life must be respected from con-
ception until natural death. As Catholics, we are called to advocate for the poor and the vulnerable, to be good
stewards of our natural resources, and to care for all the vulnerable without prejudice or discrimination. We are
called to be a voice in the public arena. We have been given the right to vote, and we need to use that right as
the instrument to express our Catholic teachings, our firmly held religious convictions, while being able to freely
exercise the Church’s right to fulfill our mission of charity, service, and education in our local communities, the
state, and our nation. We must especially advocate for the dignity for all human life. This is the preeminent issue
because without life, no other rights or freedoms can exist.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) — in their document Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship 56 — reflect on these issues and the duty of all bishops to apply these moral principles to key public
policy decisions facing our nation, outlining directions on issues that have important moral and ethical dimen-
sions. “Building a world of respect for human life and dignity, where justice and peace prevail, requires more than
just political commitment. Individuals, families, businesses, community organizations, and governments all have a
role to play. Participation in political life in light of fundamental moral principles is an essential duty for every
Catholic and all people of good will.”

May the Holy Spirit, the Giver of Wisdom and Fortitude, strengthen and guide us as we continue to form our con-
sciences in Christ to undertake the important responsibility and exercise our right to vote this Fall in the spirit of
Donum Libertatis, the Gift of Freedom. Amen.

The Most Reverend Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L 7“ )
Bishop of the Diocese of Greensburg *



As Election Day approaches, The Most Reverend Larry J. Kulick, JCL, Bishop of the Diocese of
Greensburg, released his second pastoral letter as a guide for the faithful in developing an informed
conscience that reflects our faith, our election process, and ultimately the decisions we make concern-
ing the elected officials who protect our freedoms.

The pastoral letter, Donum Libertatis — “The Gift of Freedom” was released on Oct 18, 2022, at Blessed Sacra-
ment Cathedral in Greensburg.

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

One of the most magnificent gifts given to us by God is “The Gift of Freedom” — Donum Libertatis. This is most
wonderfully expressed in our human nature with the exercise of our free will. In the United States, we are espe-
cially blessed in that we have the constitutional freedom as a people and a nation to exercise our right to

vote. This affords us the opportunity to use our free will for the good of our families, our church, and the greater
community.

Through the gift of free will, God provides each of us with our own individual intellect, the ability to reason, and
the freedom to make choices in our lives. Sometimes our choices glorify God. Sometimes they lead to sinful-
ness and are inconsistent with Christ’s teachings and His desire and will for each of us. Sometimes we allow our
decisions to be based on feelings rooted in emotion rather than the process of informing our conscience by pray-
ing and discerning the voice of God and then acting upon it.

As we approach Election Day, as Bishop, it is critically important for me to offer guidance to all the Faithful of our
four county diocese in regard to developing an informed conscience and how that informed conscience needs to
reflect our faith, our election process, and ultimately the decisions we make concerning the elected officials who
protect our freedoms. The Catechism of the Catholic Church (1731) teaches us that “Freedom is the power, root-
ed in reason and will, to act or not to act, to do this or that, and to perform deliberate actions on one’s own re-
sponsibility. By free will one shapes one’s own life. Human freedom is a force for growth and maturity in truth
and goodness; it attains its perfection when directed toward God, our beatitude.”

As responsible citizens and members of our faith community, we are called to exercise our freedom, but not with-
out using our intellect and rational abilities. It is our moral responsibility to investigate and understand the posi-
tions of candidates on all the critical issues facing us as individuals, a community, and as a nation. As People of
Faith, abortion, euthanasia, care for the poor, care for the elderly or infirmed, immigration, the death penalty, and
economic and social justice concerns are especially important to us because this is the very intersection of where
faith and morals meet society and action. As Disciples of Christ living in the world, we have a civic and moral du-
ty to advocate for a just and equitable society. Each of these individual issues needs to be considered in the
context of a moral vision in union with the Church’s teachings. It would be irresponsible to cast a vote for a par-
ticular candidate if we do not know his or her position on the issues related to our faith, especially on issues relat-
ed to the dignity of human life.

His Holiness, Pope Francis, addresses this in Amoris Laetitia #265: “Doing what is right means more than ‘judging
what seems best‘ or knowing clearly what needs to be done, as important as this is....We have to arrive at the
point where the good that the intellect grasps can take root in us as a profound affective inclination, as a thirst for
the good that outweighs other attractions and helps us to realize that what we consider objectively good is also
good ‘for us‘ here and now.”

Oftentimes, we allow emotions to guide these important decisions exclusively. We listen to the pundits on televi-
sion and the internet and allow the loudest voices to frame our conscience instead of listening to the voice that
matters most — God’s. Decisions made absent from prayer, enlightened discernment, and moral certitude can
pull us away from actions that will lead to the common good of our country and of humanity at large. Selfishly,
we sometimes choose to make decisions that are only in our own personal interests or in line with our political
leanings or preferences and fail to consider the needs of the poor and most vulnerable.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that forming our conscience means “formulating its judgments ac-
cording to reason, in conformity with the true good willed by the wisdom of the Creator.” When we inform our
conscience, we come to a level of understanding that incorporates our experience, our emotions and our intel-
lect. Informed conscience involves an interior dialogue that leads to a comprehensive approach to knowing God’s
truth in determining the best course of action.

This is where the traditional moral axiom that “conscience is not the ultimate norm of morali-

ty, informed conscience is the ultimate norm of morality” comes from.

His Holiness, Saint John Paul Il, wrote in his encyclical Veritatis Splendor #58, “Moral conscience does not close
man within an insurmountable and impenetrable solitude, but opens him to the call, to the voice of God. In this,
and not in anything else, lies the entire mystery and the dignity of the moral conscience: in being the place, the
sacred place where God speaks to man.”



