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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT




SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE CHURCH

BLAIRSVILLE, PA

N ONS

03/29/25-Saturday-4th Sunday of Lent (Vigil)
1:00pm Sacrament of Penance
4:00pm Sam Ferguson by Family

03/30/25-Sunday-4th Sunday of Lent
9:00am For The People

03/31/25-Monday-Lenten Weekday
8:00am Julia A. & Victor R. Prola by Family

04/02/25-Wednesday-St. Francis of Paola, Hermit
8:00am Sam Henigin by Deb Urick

04/04/25-Friday-St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church
8:00am Stanley L. Joyce by Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Scherer

04/05/25-Saturday-5th Sunday of Lent (Vigil)
1:00pm Sacrament of Penance
4:00pm Dr. Richard Reilly, Sr. by Paula Sapienza

04/06/25-Sunday-5th Sunday of Lent
9:00am John Flasick by Daughters & Families

OTHER COMING EVENTS:

Tuesday, April 1

¢ Penance Service, Our Lady of the Assumption,
Lucernemines, 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 3

¢ Penance Service, Church of the Resurrection, Cly-
mer, 7:00 p.m.

+++ FINANCIAL REPORT***
March 23, 2025

Offertory Collection ..........cc.ccceevveeecieeenen. $ 3227.00
Loose Collection..........c.cceeveveeeeiiiieeeiiiieeeens $ 105.00
Sotal, e W =y S B e S $ 3332.00
Online Offertory..........coeeecveeeeceeeieeeceeeeene $ 95.00
Parish Improvements ..........ccccccocceeeeiiieeeeens B ™ 118,00
Easter Decorations................cccoeveuiennn.. $  390.00

Online Giving
QR Code

WEEKLY READINGS: GATHER HYMNAL # 1027

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Levels 1&2 Tuesdays 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Levels 1,2, &3 Wednesdays 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Faith Formation

Sundays 10:15a.m. -11:45 a.m.

MASS SCHEDULE
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, KENT

MONDAYS Holy Hour-5:00 P.M.; Mass-6:00 P.M.
TUESDAYS 8:30 A.M.
THURSDAYS 8:30 A.M.
SATURDAY 6:00 P.M.

SUNDAY 11:00 A.M.

PARISH COMING EVENTS:

Sunday, March 30

¢ OCIA, Second Scrutiny, 9:00 a.m. Mass

¢ Faith Formation, Grade 1-8, Parish Center,
10:15 a.m.-11:45 a.m.

¢ K of C Pancake Breakfast, Marian Hall, 8:00
a.m.—11:00 a.m.

Tuesday, April 1

¢ Women’s Choir Rehearsal, Church, 6:30
p.m.

Wednesday, April 2

¢ CD of A Meeting, Marian Hall, 6:00 p.m.

¢ Men’s Choir Rehearsal, Church, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, April 4

+ Stations of the Cross, Church, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 6

¢ OCIA, Third Scrutiny, 9:00 a.m. Mass

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
PASTORS REFLECTION

Joshua 5:9a, 10-12, Psalm: 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 2
Corinthians 5:17-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11-32.

The Real Prodigal

Good parents spare nothing for the sake of their
children. Sometimes they are prodigious even beyond their
means. How much more so is our loving Father prodigious
with us!

Paul, in the second reading, reinforces what the
gospel parable points to: sureness in the Father’s prodi-
giousness - “new things have come.” As the younger son is
reconciled with his father, we are all reconciled to God
“through Christ.”

This parable, in the gospel, is a familiar one and is
often referred to as the parable of the prodigal son. On the
one hand, the younger son is prodigal when he prodigious-
ly squanders his inheritance. On the other hand, the real
prodigality of the son lay in that he loved his life enough to
swallow his pride, return home, and throw himself on the
mercy of his father. The father, too, is prodigal: he wel-
comes him as son (not hired worker), clothes him in the
finest array, and throws a lavish feast. He gave him new
life. This is the most prodigal act possible: to give new life.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 30, 2025

READINGS-April 6, 2025
Isaiah 43:16-21 (1st)
Philippians 3:8-14 (2nd)
John 8:1-11 (Gospel)
Fifth Sunday of Lent

@H OLY WEEK

*SCHEDULE
PALM SUNDAY- April 12th & 13th

Saturday, 4:00 p.m.-Mass & Blessing of Palm Branches

Sunday, 9:00 a.m.-Mass & Blessing of Palm Branches

HOLY THURSDAY- April 17th
10:00 a.m.-Chrism Mass
(Blessed Sacrament Cathedral, Greensburg)
7:00 p.m.-Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Kent)

GOOD FRIDAY- April 18th
3:00 p.m.-Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
(SS. Simon & Jude)
7:00 p.m.-Blairsville Ministerium Good Friday Service
(Summit Church)

HOLY SATURDAY- April 19th
10:00 a.m.-Decorate the Church for Easter Season
2:00 p.m.-Blessing of the Easter Foods (Baskets)
8:30 p.m. Solemn Easter Vigil Liturgy (Kent)

EASTER SUNDAY- April 20th
9:00 a.m.-Eucharistic Liturgy (SS. Simon & Jude)
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt following the 9:00 a.m.
Mass (SS. Simon & Jude)
11:00 a.m.-Eucharistic Liturgy (Kent)

2025 LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE SCHEDULE
7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 1 - Our Lady of the Assumption,
Lucernemines
Thursday, April 3 - Church of the Resurrection, Clymer
Monday, April 7 - Holy Family, Seward
Tuesday, April 8 - SS. Simon and Jude, Blairsville
Thursday, April 10 - St. Thomas More University Parish,
Indiana

THE SECOND SCRUTINY: Today is the fourth Sunday
in Lent. The readings are from 1 Samuel, Ephesians and
John’s Gospel about Jesus healing the man born blind. In
1 Samuel God chooses David to be king of Israel. David is
anointed signaling the power and presence of God’s Spirit
in guiding and leading David as king. In the second read-
ing, we see the struggle between light and darkness and
that Christians must turn completely toward the light —
metanoia — a complete conversion of the heart. In the
Gospel we see Jesus bringing sight to the man born blind.
Jesus contrasts the darkness he has been encountering
with the Light he came to bring. The blind man stands in
dark contrast to those who think they see but who in truth
are blind. Jesus gives Himself as The Light of the World.
Joanne and Tammie will experience the anointing as
priest, prophet and king in Baptism, the guidance and
power of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation, and the Bread of
Everlasting Life in the Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. Please
continue to keep Joanne and Tammie in your prayers as
they continue their journey during Lent.

LENTEN LUNCHEON HELP NEEDED: We will have a
planning meeting on March 26" at 1:00 p.m. in Marian Hall.
Our Lenten Luncheon will be on Wednesday, April 16™.
We will be making soup on Monday, April 14" "at 9:00 a.m.
If you can help, Elease come to the Parish Center the
morning of the 14™. We will also need people to work the
day of the Luncheon to make sandwiches and set up the
hall. If you want to help, but can’t make it to the meeting,
please contact Peggy Mosco at 724-464-7371. Thank you.

A STATIONS OF THE CROSS WALK is being planned
for 9:00 a.m. Friday, April 18th. Everyone is welcome to
join the Blairsville Community Churches for this Good Fri-
day celebration. The Walk will begin at the Diamond and
end here, at SS. Simon & Jude Church.

CD OF A: The April 2nd meeting is our Annual Baby
Shower. Members are reminded to bring baby items , dia-
pers, blankets or a monetary donation, etc. to support Life-
way Pregnancy Center in Indiana. Dues are being collect-
ed for 2025. Please be generous to the Bakeless Bake
Sale with all donations going to “Love & Light”. Hosting the
meeting will be the January & April committee members:
Pat Dettore, Di Tran, Rebecca Bell, Roseann Ferguson,
Kerry Dettorre, Paula Fleming, Barb Wodowski, Barb
Kozar, Donna Crawford, Pat Halmes and Peg Uncapher.

CLEARANCES WORKSHOP: We will be holding a
Workshop here in Marian Hall, on Wednesday, May 7™
2025 at 9:00 a.m. This is for anyone who is in need of up-
dating their Clearances or any new volunteers who need to
get their Clearances. You will be able to take care of all
the required Clearances at the Workshop. Please mark
your calendars and watch for further information in the bul-
letin!

during Lent (except Good Friday) here in our church at
7:00 p.m.

April 4th-The Stations of the Cross: A Story of Redemp-
tion.

April 11th-Children’s Living Stations of the Cross




SHAKE IT OFF

One day a farmer’s donkey fell down into a well. The animal cried piteously for hours as the farmer tried to figure
out what to do. Finally, he decided since the animal was old, and the well needed to be covered up anyway, it just wasn’t
worth it to retrieve the donkey. So, the farmer invited all his neighbors to come over and help him. They all grabbed shovels,
and began to shovel dirt into the well. All the other farm animals were very upset about this, because the donkey was their
friend. But they discovered there was nothing they could do to help him. At first, when the donkey realized what was hap-
pening, he cried horribly. Then, to everyone’s amazement, he quieted down. A few shovel loads later, the farmer finally
looked down the well, and was astonished at what he saw. With every shovel of dirt that hit his back, the donkey was doing
something amazing. He would shake it off, and take a step up on the dirt as it piled up. As the farmer’s neighbors continued
to shovel dirt on top of the animal, he would shake it off and take a step up. Pretty soon, everyone was amazed as the don-
key stepped up over the edge of the well, and trotted off.

“The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God”. (1 Cor. 1:18 NABRE).

Holy Week —Why?

The Parish Community is invited to “Holy Week — Why?” an Intergenerational
Event on Palm Sunday, April 13, 2025 in Marian Hall, following the 9:00am
Mass. Join us for games, crafts, prizes and good food. Walk through Holy Week
with us. Adults and children of us ages are encouraged to join us as we begin
Holy Week.

Please fill out the registration form below and return to the Parish Office by the
Collection Basket or mail.

FAMILY NAME: #ADULTS
#CHILDREN K-4™ GRADE _ S™MTO 8™ GRADE
# CHILDREN HIGH SCHOOL_ #CHILDREN < THAN 5 Y.O.

PLEASE RSVP BY APRIL 10, 2025




Knights of Columbus

Pancake Breakfast

Sunday
March 30, 2025
8:00a.m.-11:00 a.m.
Marian Hall

Donations accepted to help
support our
Knights of Columbus




