Saints Simon and Jude Parish Non-Profit Org. Dear Parishioners,
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Blairsville, PA 15717 Paid Peace and blessings to you all!
Greensburg, PA
Permit No. 130 It is with a grateful heart that I offer this year’s annual report, ThanksGIVING for Our Parish. As we reflect on the

blessings and growth of our faith community, we are reminded of Pope Leo XIV’s inspiring call for every parish to
recognize its vital role within the universal Church. Our parish is not simply a local gathering spot; it is a living part
of the Body of Christ, united with the Holy Father and Catholics worldwide in mission, prayer, and service.

Bishop Larry J. Kulick has challenged us to build a strong and vibrant parish community that will flourish well
into the future — rooted in faith, hope, and charity. Our parish has responded generously to this call by nurturing
discipleship, deepening faith formation, and reaching out with Christ’s love to those in need.

Through your prayers, time, and generosity, we continue to grow as a parish family united in Christ’s mission.
Our educational programs inspire the young, our sacramental preparation strengthens hearts, and our outreach
ministers to the sick, the poor, and the elderly. We encourage you to explore the many ministries our parish has
to offer and consider joining us in this joyful work. Your gifts are truly needed and
welcomed!

Looking ahead, we are grateful for your support as we undertake projects and continue
programs. In a quick analysis, I see that, first of all, we clearly need to increase our
income for ordinary operations. This fiscal year shows us at $45,000 less than we
contributed in 2023, and nearly $10,000 less than 2024. Decreases in revenue impact
our programs. In the short time I have served as your Administrator, various physical
plant issues have arisen, the primary one associated with drainage and flooding in
Marian Hall and a secondary one coming from leaking church roof tiles. From what

we know now, a solution will be costly for the first. We’ve got to do it right this time
because we want to be a Catholic Church where, into the future, we are even more
welcoming for all who seek God’s presence.

For your convenience, a Giving QR Code is included to help you easily
participate in online giving or make a year-end gift. Traditional offerings
remain deeply appreciated as well.

Our parish is a blessing, not only to each other but also to the wider

community and Church. Let us move forward together with thanksgiving in
our hearts, confident that by strengthening our parish, we are answering the
universal call to be a living witness of Christ’s love in the world.

With gratitude and prayers,
Father John Pavlik, O.F.M. Cap., Pastor
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Our Shepherds

His Holiness Pope Leo XIV, Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church B

Pope Leo X1V, elected in 2025 as the first American Pope, hails from Chicago. Before his election, he was Cardinal Robert f
Prevost. Known for his pastoral heart, theological clarity, and commitment to evangelization, Pope Leo brings a renewed \ /
focus to the vital role of the parish in the life of the universal Church. Pope Leo spent more than two decades in Peru, '
where he became a naturalized citizen and served as a missionary and Bishop. He is fluent in o
English, Spanish, Italian, French, and Portuguese, and also reads Latin and German.

The Most Reverend Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L., Bishop of Greensburg

Bishop Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L., is the sixth Bishop of Greensburg, having been appointed by Pope Francis on December
18, 2020, and consecrated on February 11, 2021. He is the first native Bishop of the Diocese, hailing from Leechburg. His
episcopal motto is Christus est veritas (“Christ is the truth”), reflecting his deep devotion to truth rooted in the Gospel.
He is steadfastly committed to strengthening and nurturing our parishes, ensuring they remain
vibrant centers of faith and service for generations to come.

Father John A. Pavlik, O.F.M. Cap., Administrator

A native New Kensington, Capuchin Father John Pavlik was ordained to the priesthood in January 1978 and has served in
various Capuchin and Diocesan ministries, serving parishes in the Dioceses of Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Washington, D.C.,
and Cleveland. He served as a Parochial Vicar in Beaver County; a faculty member/teacher at Saint Fidelis High School
and College in Herman, Pa., and at Borromeo Seminary College of Ohio in Wickliffe, Ohio; and a teacher and formator
for religious life and priesthood at Capuchin College in Washington, D.C. He was elected to leadership in the Capuchin

Province of Saint Augustine, which included two terms each as Vicar Provincial and Provincial. He served for seven years as
Executive Director of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men. In the Diocese of Greensburg, he provided
pastoral supply to parishes in Everson, Scottdale, and New Kensington before becoming Pastor of Our

Lady of the Assumption Parish, Coral/Lucernemines, in 2020, where he still serves as Pastor.

Father Joseph Pham, O.F.M. Cap., Parochial Vicar

Capuchin Father Joseph Pham was ordained December 7, 2024. Born in Australia, he moved to the United States in 2019,
continuing his seminary formation in Washington, D.C., and the Capuchin Franciscans’ Evangelization Center in the
Diocese of Pittsburgh. He also serves as Parochial Vicar of Church of the Good Shepherd Parish, Kent.
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in online giving, make your first gift,
increase your weekly offertory,
make a year-end gift, or donate in
honor of or in memory of

someone you love.
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Or, visit our website to make a donation: SSSimonandjude.org and click on the GIVING link
at the top of the page. Of course, traditional check or cash donations are always deeply
appreciated too. Mail your gift to Saints Simon and Jude Parish, 155 North Brady Street,

Blairsville, PA 15717.

Our Parish
by the
Numbers:

Registered
Households
2025: 364
2024: 371
2023: 370
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Communions
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Baptisms
2025: 3

2024:13
2023:13

Confirmations

e 3

Weddings
2025:3
2024:2
2023:2

Funerals
2025: 20
2024: 27
2023: 27

Households that Give

245

Households that
Don’t Give

119

A Call to Serve

We truly need your help to serve our

parish family. Whether as servers, lectors,
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,
ushers, greeters, choir members, or catechists,
your ministry brings Christ’s light to our
community. Please prayerfully consider
answering this call, and don’t hesitate to reach
out to the parish office — we’re here to guide ~ §
you through every step, including the clearance 8
process, so you can share your gifts confidently :
and joyfully.

Ministries in Action

Members of Angels of Compassion volunteer to prepare and serve funeral luncheons for families
in our parish community. The meal following the funeral Liturgy allows family and friends of the
deceased to gather, remember, and share stories of their dearly departed.

We are fortunate to have a Women’s Choir and a Men’s Choir to enhance our celebration of the
Mass. The men and women of the choirs volunteer their time and talent at weekend Masses, on Holy
Days of Obligation, and during the Christmas and Easter seasons.

Health Ministry volunteers send monthly cards and notes to the shut-ins of our parish. It is
important to let our parishioners who are homebound or in personal care homes, assisted living
homes, and nursing homes know they are remembered and included in the prayers of our parish.

The Catechists of the Faith Formation Program, which includes classic classroom, intergenerational,
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, OCIA, and Adult Bible Study, volunteer their time, talent, and
almsgiving to their classes. They help members of our parish and the community understand the
Church, our beliefs, the sacraments, and the Mass, obtaining a greater understanding

of our living faith.

Parish Financials

2024-25 2023-24 2022-23
Offertory $ 308,917 $ 326,254 $ 328,101
Other Ordinary Income 622 1,585 2,057
(monthly collections, votive candles)
Extraordinary Income 39,714 25,197 55,143
(bequests, donations, fundraising, interest,
rental income)
Diocesan Lenten Appeal Refund 11,360 16,175 16,547
Other Non-Assessable Income 7,487 6,093 2,829
(The Catholic Accent, sale of property, insurance
reimbursements and PPP Loan)
Special Collections 7,846 8,483 15,305
Total Income $ 375,946 $ 383,787 $ 419,982
Expenses
Administration $ 90,295 $ 94,602 $ 104,986
Church 47,477 45,352 36,352
Rectory 9,167 11,570 8,337
Education and Ministry 47,857 41,577 39,474
General Expenses 139,311 152,915 174,303
Special Collections 7,463 8,936 15,370
Extraordinary Expenses 37159 19,962 23,248
Total Expenditures 378,729 374,914 402,070
Net Operating Income (Loss) $ (2,783) $ 8,873 $ 17,912




